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i t  opens  up  t he  pos s ib i l i t y  t h a t  t he  local ized crossover ,  
in d i s t i n c t i o n  to  t he  Poisson  d i s t r i b u t e d  c rossovers ,  m a y  
be  ef fec ted  b y  the  m e c h a n i s m  p r o p o s e d  by  SAx s, sug-  
ges t ing  t h a t  t h e  local ized c ro s sove r  m a y  occur  alter a 
c h i a s m a  ha s  b e e n  i n i t i a t e d  r e s u l t i n g  f ront  s t r a n d  t e n s i o n  
a t  t he  c ross ing  p o i n t  of t he  c h i a s m a .  On  th i s  h y p o t h e s i s  
v is ib le  c h i a s m a t a  are a s s u m e d  to r e p r e s e n t  c ross ing  
p o i n t s  w h i c h  o r i g i n a t e d  b y  c ros s ingove r  ('X la  DARLING- 
"ton 9) a n d  were  n o t  reso lved  b y  c r o s s i ngove r  (~ la SAX). 
De layed  c r o s s i n g o v e r  o c c u r r i n g  a t  these  p o i n t s  m i g h t  be  
e x p e c t e d  to  be  u n e q u a l  whi le  c rossovers  occu r r i ng  j u s t  
as t h e  c h i a s m a  beg ins  to  m o v e  m i g h t  be  equal .  T h u s  
the  f u n d a m e n t a l s  of b o t h  DARLINGTON'S a n d  SAx ' s  
h y p o t h e s e s  m a y  o b t a i n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e  f o r m e r  ex- 
p l a in ing  t he  Po i s son  d i s t r i b u t e d  e x c h a n g e s  a n d  t he  l a t t e r  
e x p l a i n i n g  t he  local ized e x c h a n g e s  which  reso lve  en t -  
a n g l e m e n t s  ( resu l t ing  f rom Po i s son  d i s t r i b u t e d  ex-  
changes )  t h a t  t e n d  to  a c c u m u l a t e  in specif ic  regions .  

The  local ized c rossover ,  s p a n n i n g  a de f in i t e  b u t  
r e s t r i c t e d  region,  a c c o u n t s  for  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  in t e r -  
p r e t e d  as c h r o m o s o m a l  in t e r f e rence .  I f  we def ine  t w o  
reg ions  b y  t he  genes  A, B a n d  C (Fig. i a) t h e n ,  w h e n  t h e  
local ized e x c h a n g e  occurs  b e t w e e n  A a n d  14, i t  does  no t  
occur  b e t w e e n  B a n d  C a n d  vice versa. U n d e r  t h e s e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  low f r e q u e n c y  of c o n c o m i t a n t  re-  
c o m b i n a t i o n  for t h e  two  reg ions  r e su l t s  n o t  f rom m u t u a l l y  
i n t e r f e r i n g  pairs of e x c h a n g e s  (as was  o r ig ina l ly  a s s u m e d  
b y  MULLER a n d  ST~ZR'rEVANX), b u t  r a t h e r  as  a logical  
neces s i t y  w h i c h  follows f rom t he  s p a t i a l  p l a c e m e n t  of 
a s ingle even t .  I t  is i m p o r t a n t  to  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  if 
c ro s s ingove r  occurs  a t  t h e  t ime  a n d  p lace  p r o p o s e d  b y  
DARLINGTON t h e r e  is no  phys i ca l  r e a s o n  w h y  one  ex-  
c h a n g e  s h o u l d  i n h i b i t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  of a n o t h e r  as was  
a s s u m e d  in the  o r ig ina l  h y p o t h e s i s  of c h r o m o s o m a l  
in t e r f e rence .  Th i s  p r e s e n t  v i ew  does  n o t  e n c o u n t e r  t h i s  
d i f f icu l ty .  Thus ,  t h e  .d iscovery of t he  local ized c r o s s o v e r  
(by t e t r a d  ana lys i s )  p r o v i d e s  a h y p o t h e s i s  e x p l a i n i n g  
low co inc idence  in t e r m s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  occu r r ence  
of t he  n e g a t i v e  c h r o m o s o m a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  e n c o u n t e r e d  in 
t e t r a d  ana lys i s  a n d  w i t h  t he  f ac t  t h a t  local ized cross-  
o v e r s  c a n n o t  be  d e t e c t e d  b y  the  c lass ical  (s ingle s t r a n d )  
m e t h o d  c n  ~-hich t h e  h y F o t h e s i s  of c h r o m o s o m a l  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  was  f o r m u l a t e d  or ig ina l ly .  T h e  p r e s e n t  
h y p o t h e s i s  m a k e s  i t  poss ib le  t o  genera l i ze  t h e  c o n c e p t  of 
c h r o m o s o m a l  b e h a v i o r  f rom d scomycetes to  Drosophila 
since i t  is n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  of 
2 - s t r a n d  doub le  e x c h a n g e s  n o r  t he  n e g a t i v e  c h r o m o s o m a l  
i n t e r f e r ence  f o u n d  in Neurospora w h i c h  would  h a v e  
p r e d i c t e d  h igh  co inc idence  va lues  in  Drosophila. 
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Z ~¢sammen/assung 

Die bei Drosophila b e o b a c h t e t e  H e r a b s e t z u n g  de r  
Hf iuf igke i t  yon  D o p p e l a u s t a u s c h  i n n e r h a l b  y o n  b e n a c h -  
b a r t e n  C h r o m o s o m e n a b s c h n i t t e n  1/isst s ich n i c h t  n u r  
d u r c h  die klass ische A n n a h m e  e iner  gegense i t i gen  I n t e r -  
fe renz  zwischen  b e n a c h b a r t e n  c ross ing-overs  erkl~iren, 
s o n d e r n  k a n n  a u c h  d u t c h  das  V o r k o m m e n  y o n  lokal i -  
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s i e r t en  c ross ing-overs  i n n e r h a l b  yon  b e s t i m m t e n ,  eng- 
b e g r e n z t e n  C h r o m o s o m e n r e g i o n e n  b e d i n g t  sein.  

A Mendel ian  Gene for A l b i n i s m  
in Natural  Cave Fish 

As p r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d  (~ADOSLU1), t i le Characinid 
A styanax, a n o r m a l  eyed  a n d  d a r k  p i g m e n t e d  f ish which 
l ives  ill o v e r g r o u n d  wa te r s ,  c a n  be  c rossed  w i th  the 
p i g m e n t l e s s  or i f eeb ly  p i g m e n t e d  b l i n d  cave  fish 
A noptichthys w h i c h  is a c c e p t e d  to  be  i t s  d e s c e n d a n t  or 
close r e l a t i ve .  T h e  F 1 h y b r i d s  a re  fer t i le .  Anoptichthys is 
f o u n d  in d i f f e r en t  p o p u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  were  descr ibed as 
d i f f e r en t  species  a n d  w h i c h  are  g e n o t y p i c a l l y  different 
f r o m  one  a n o t h e r .  I n  t h e  F 2 g e n e r a t i o n s  of  b o t h  Sabinos 
a n d  Ch ic s  c a v e  f ish w i t h  n o r m a l  r i v e r  f ish,  r ecombina t ion  
of t he  genes  w h i c h  a re  r e spons ib l e  for  p i g m e n t a t i o n  and 
t h o s e  for  eye s t r u c t u r e ,  is o b s e r v e d  on  a po lygen ic  basis. 
T h e  n u m b e r  of d e g e n e r a t i v e  genes  f o u n d  in t he  Sabinos 
p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  l ives  in  t h e  i n n e r  p a r t  of the  cave 
s y s t e m ,  are  g r e a t e r  in  n u m b e r  t h a n  t h o s e  observed  in 
t h e  Chica  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  is l oca t ed  n e a r e r  t he  over- 
g r o u n d  r iver ,  R io  T a m p a o n .  T h e  P a c h o n  popula t ion 
f o u n d  a t  t h e  i n n e r m o s t  c a v e  h a s  e v e n  m o r e  degenera t ive  
genes  t h a n  t h e  S a b i n o s  f ish.  T h e  P a c h o n  c a v e  fish used 
as a g r a n d p a r e n t  to  p r o d u c e  a F~ g e n e r a t i o n  was  captur- 
ed in n a t u r e  some  yea r s  ago.  I t  ca r r ied ,  bes ides  many 
o t h e r  genes  for  p i g m e n t  r e d u c t i o n ,  a g e n e  which  in 
h o m o z y g o u s  c o n d i t i o n  p r e v e n t s  p i g m e n t  f o r m a t i o n  even 
in t h e  eyes. T h e  F 2 g e n e r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e su l t s  f rom the 
cross  b e t w e e n  P a c h o n  a n d  t h e  o v e r g r o u n d  r iver  fish 
r e s u l t e d  in 2 6 %  (278) a l b i n o t i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v i n g  un- 
p i g m e n t e d ,  r ed  eyes  of t h e  m o s t  d i f f e r e n t  degrees of 
d e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n e  to  ± no rma l .  The 
b o d y  of these  a l b i n o  f ish is c o m p l e t e l y  p igment less .  The 
r e m a i n i n g  74% (787) of t he  F ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  da rk  eye 
p i g m e n t  e v e n  w h e n  t h e i r  eyes  a re  of t h e  m o s t  rudi- 
m e n t a r y  type .  T h e  b o d y  co lour  of t he se  non-a lb inot ic  
i n d i v i d u a l s  shows  a ser ies  of g r a d a t i o n s  be tween  the 
b o d y  co lou r  of n o r m a l l y  p i g m e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  tha t  
t y p i c a l  for  c a v e  fish,  t h e  p i g m e n t a t i o n  of which  has 
b e e n  m u c h  r educed .  T h u s ,  in  t h e s e  74%,  t h e  n u m b e r  of 
p o l y m e r i c  genes  p r e s e n t  in  each  of t h e  F ,  f ishes controls 
t h e  degree  of m e l a n o p h o r e  f o r m a t i o n .  On  t he  o t h e r  hand, 
in t h e  a l b i n o t i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  t he  f o r m a t i o n  of pigment 
does  n o t  t a k e  place,  b e c a u s e  of t he  p re sence  of an  epi- 
s t a t i c  i n h i b i t o r y  gone pair .  I t  is v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  to note 
t h a t  such  a g r e a t  m u t a t i o n a l  s t e p  c a u s i n g  t he  ext inct ion 
of al l  t h e  m e l a n i n e  w h i c h  u p  to  n o w  is k n o w n  only in 
d o m e s t i c a t e d  f ish (Salmo irideus, Xiphophorus helleri, 
Mollienisia 'sphenops', Derrnogenys pusillus et al.), could 
be  f o u n d  in cave  f ishes u n d e r  a b s o l u t e l y  n a t u r a l  condi- 
t ions .  
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E s  k o n n t e  gezeig t  werden ,  dass  b e i m  H6hlenfisch 
Anoplichthys - n e b e n  z a h l r e i c h e n  a n d e r e n  degenera t iven  
G e n e n  - ein G e n  fiir A l b i n i s m u s  v o r k o m m t .  
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